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Culture

South American odyssey to
discover truth about the past

FAMILY SECRET

Robin Bayley often
thought of running off
to Mexico to follow in
his great-grandfather’s
footsteps. He tells
Sarah Freeman
about his adventures,

WHEM Robin Bavley was a
little by his grandma used o
tedl him =iories of & foreign
land where bandits reigned.

As he sat on her knee, he
was transporied back i
Mexico al the marn of th
dieh-century, where his
prewl-grandfather had
hidden bags of silver for a
mian evervone else feansd,
whioowent hunting for tigers
andd whio was rarely scen
withioul his spiked spurs and
sombrern

Biobin, who grew upin
Sheflicld, mever tired of thi
iales, but when he happened
to glanee at the photograph
of his greai-grandfather
which humg above the
firceplace hie found it hard to
miarry the image of the clean-
rui, clean-shaven man who
starcd back at him with the
|'|i'\-\.||||-I||Ii|1“||l.'.'|'|| T ol &
South American cotton
laciory

My grandma once told me,
‘Robin, ihere are thres
versions af the truth, my
viersiom, your version and the
trwih.” he says, “She was
abesclurely right. As a kid, |
hiung on every word she said,
b s 1 gresy up, 1 did wonder
b mach of the stories had
besem e bedlishaed by a lind
artistic licenoe.

“The one thing [ knew for
certgin was that my
grandiather had been in
Mdexico, | alss knew he had
am affair our there, I was
samething of & family
scandal,”

Horn im the Lameashine
village ol Tattington, Roehin's
preat=prandlather, Anthuor
Grecnhaliph, was theson of a
mill mener, bai when his
Iather cliesd e realised the
hisiness was an ils knees

Lemmiless, hie decided i
sk his foriune elsewhens
amd with the firm having
established contacts with
lactorics in Mexico in 1391
arrmed with il miore than

MEET AMD GREET: Just same of the

o

PAST AND PRESENT: Hutli-n
Baybay, abowe, and, right, Ariuro
en horseback.

the Baedeker guide o ih
Unived Siates and Mexico,
Arthur set sail, leaving
bizhind his fiancde, Mariah.

o finding his feet,
Arthur, known by the
fexicans a= Aroung, showed
his entreprencurial spint and
found work as the manager
of A cotiom mdll, 1t wasn long
bzl bdariah joined him
and gave birth to thedr firsd
daughier.

Hewmrever, Mexico was
pelitically unstakbde, ar the
firsd stirrings of revoelutien,
the Greenhakehs Oed back o
Enplanad wheere thesir second
rhild, Boban's grandma, Ruth,
wits horn, That shoold have
besem the end of Arthors Lalin
American adventure, boi he
was oo man with itchy feest and
the lure of Mexicn proved oo
strong, as did the appeal of
other women, During his
stcond stint abiroad, Arhur

'l &

had an affair with another
woman, with whom hse
fathered a daughrer

"When anyone ever asked
mie what Dol de il 1 won
the loitery, [would always
sy Follow im my great-
grandfathers footsieps to
Sexion!” savs Robin, whiose
bk 0f his jowrney. T
Menrgo Crcheard, is just ou,

1 just always had & sense
that there was something ol
there= I'd ahways admined thie
wity hie bl headed ofl alone
i the vnknomer amed [ hiaed
alvsys b Bascinated, il ot

a little harrilfied by the way hie

had keft Mexion imsuch a

hurry and never redwrned,”
Raskwiry me=wer did win the

latiery bt when hes had the

opporiwnity o lake valuntary

redundancy from a job as a

children's iclevisian

exrcitives, he grabhed it
“Ttmight have heenoa linde

family discovered by Robin Bayley.

naive, bue [ just had a hunch
that 1 would find sormething
aut thiere, My great-
grandfather sounded like (oo
much of A characier not o
hiave el a trace”

Arthur had apparently
travelled round Mexico on a
=edin chair, Fohin enjoved
nosuch luxury However, as
i innrmersed himself in the
couniry which had
hesiiched his greqi-
grancfathien so hegan his
avem aclweniyme,

Alter falling in lowe with a
srir] called Juaniia in
Gualemala, Bohin ook a
detour thmugh Colombaa
with a man calked Fahlo,
and before he had =ven made
it b his Mexican destination,
hie= had spent the night
with a corpse ina Venesuelan
|'\lr||I|'I| |

“1E 1 mandde this story up
ol wled hawe said it

was Lo far-fetched,” he Lays.
“The night | ended up in the
biroihel was pretty seary. |
thioughe i was jusi another
honel, bt it =oon became
clear that they were affering
miore than bed and breakfasi.
Ihen in the middke of
night 1was woken by gunfine
amd the sound of & dead body
landing on the meal ool

over iy hiead

“There were definitely some
mioments when [woendened
what onearth [was doing
ok there, but they wene
miassively ounveighed by the
rmamy gosd times | had and
the gemuine people [ mer
along the way.”

Afver a lew manths of
travelling amumd, Robin
fosund what he had aheays
suspiecied - a long- kst
Family. Mis great-
grandfathers Mexican
daughter had given birth o
11 children, and each of
those had Al kast four
children. *1's a bt like
finding a secred trunk thar
youl know hias nodt been
opened for many, many
vears,” he says,

T =Thems :|h;.'.'|'.\; i seTise ol
nersousmess about what yon
might find inside, bt o be
thie o to unrave] ihe
varionas threads feeds Like

a reail
privileze,”

W Aobin
Barvley, The
Mange
Chrclyard,
published by
Frotace,
12,99,
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Showcase for
local writers

The weork of local writers -
whase day jobs range from
acoountant to cucurmber picker
- i5ta feature in a new
exhibrtion at Hull Truck
Theatre

Thie Ferensway venue will
form the backdrop for The
Wiriting on the Wall exhibitian,
which will shiowease the work
uritil the baginning of June

v hulitmuck.coukthe-
venuetaxhibition-space

Women studied
—and survived

In 1864, five wwormen enrolled
at umiversity for the first time
in British histary

Doctors warned that if
women studied too haed |
their wornks would wither
and die. Using thea werds of
the wormen themselves,
Biuestockings, by Yorkshire-
educated Jane Robinson, sut
in pagerkack at the end of this
roarith, tells their insginng
sty
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1 The Girl Who Played With Fire
i Larisan

I Tha Way OF Fira lam s kSrson

Wolt Hall Hiks=y Wianie
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Hardbacks

1 B¥ Howrs Lee Codd
1 Sllmr tan Moo=
i Breaksssy Daven e lene Ky
4 Lisths Darllngs beoialne Wisen
5 1000 Years of Armcying The
Fregana i Sia phwan Clarks
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E Twillight: The Graphic Mol
Sipphesia Mape
b The Pacific lugh Ambimes
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