CITY|INTERVIEW| ROBIN BAYLEY

B 7
. "- Bayle *.f out to follow in his great-
gra er's faotskeps, little did he know he would
S uncodver a dark ily secret. Emily Gadd spoke to
§I‘ieﬂleld authur, who reveals all in a new book.
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something bebimd.”

Initially Roban's grasdma waan't keen on Robin's plan,
belicving be shouldn't give up his succesfisl carcer and flat os
a whim. Bt whsen she pealised how much it meant o ki, she
gine beee bilessdng — on the provise thae Keobin husricd wp and
warete abscan his journey whille she was alive o read it

While Arturo had encoantered wild junghe journeys, hidden
bags of shor and a marrew ccape from the Mexican
Revabation = wl o muEned oo be'd abio had a hamd in
stasting, henee his abogn depariure = Robin coants drg-
dealers, witches and a near-death oxperience on borschack
amang his escapades. He concedes tha “havieg & gua dravm
om me' and ‘heing covercd @ haly poo” were low poimts
{thankfully they occurred separateh) bt he also had plenty of
highs, includisg fulling in love with a beantiful Guatemalan
pryhae,

Aa for bis humch ikat Arfuro had el sonethisg behind, he
WREN T WIGNE From Arturn's misteess sl d..lug]lIH. an entire
extended netwark Bad grown. Robin had a whole ather family

all 100 of thema

1 enanaged to trace the village where Artun worked, asd
told mwo Incals than 1 was boolong for evidener of my great-
grandfaiher, Arturo Groesnhalgh,™ Robda recalled. “They said:
‘Greenbalgh® The entise willage &
called Greephalgh!' Then I:|I\.':u
asked me if | wamaed o meet oy

felaties.

“4s 1 followed them o a house
aroumd the corner, i wes as i T was
in a dream evirvihisg was
happeeing in dow-molion. Umill
thar momeen I'd been pushing,
pashisg, bocking, seanching; srvmg
1o track down something [ dida’
know existed; irving 10 work our
the ending b0 e grandimber's
sory: Asd this was it

“1 knocked om the door and a
man amwered it In very palite,
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formal Spamish [ said:
‘Ruenas i .‘\.l:-
name 15 Bohine 1 am
from England. [ believe
vou're my uncle’. He
smiled amd said: “Yiou'd
hetter come i, the

The next few days
passed in a flurry of
mend a5 Bobin
met with relative after
relaiive. Some of Ehem
hehoved he wa STk
rencarnaled;  olbers
whiipered: ‘Is he really
who he says be is?” A black
horschack, dug et by Robén, verified it
samc photcgraph

=Tty weles | me with oprn arme” said Rabin, “Bur it
meeant Aceeqing Artaro’s abasndo his. bever and
daughaer. Samilarh: when 1 hroke the news o mye
grandsna about our Medcan family, she bad 1
e to terms with the fa
Ieem unfaighfid to her m

An the age of ™, Robis's grasdma iravelled o
Nexico for the firg dene to me2et her fumaly = 2
wehirhsiesd of music, darcing, busghicor
‘The Mango Orchard was completed
Feobim first sent the manuseript 1o his grandma,
weho read if teice, She died the same year, jut
heeficae her 103 rd hirdhd oy, baving boem old thar
The Mango Orchard would be publidhed
niernanionally and dedicased to her
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| white picy I Artum on
the Eamiby lad the

ment of

The Mango Orehard i+ avanlable e Booksfores
noes, priced £12.59,



