MY FAMILY

HERO

Readersreveal a gem
from their family tree

ROBIN BAYLEY loft hus
jeib te eenrave! the true story
of has great grandfather’s
achventures m Central
Amenca, Hes book, The
Mango Crchard. Travefing
Back 1o the Secret Heart

of Mexro {Preface
Pubdishang), is aut now

obin Bayley grew up listening to tales

| nr-hl.s great pn::t’llhlhcr'!. :nl'-::nturts in
Larin America. How could he I'urgl_'l'. the
sepia photograph of his forebear, complete with

Mexican hat and moustache, astride 2 handsome

black horse? But even as a child, Roban felt

that there was something more intriguing than |

even his g_um’srru's stories ﬁlJ[q:_r.'r.Il.'d.
*1 Tust felr there was ﬁnm-;'thmg | wasn’
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told,” he says. “Mot that

my grandma was keeping

an '.'thlng i—l[}n1 Lis, l'll.“
that there was more of a
story than we knew. So
when | got an opportuniry
o take voluntary
redundancy, it was my
chance 1o see what, if any,
traces hed left behind.”
Armed only with the
knowledge thar Arthur
had lived in a small \'i“:Ll::c
with a mango orchard
near Guadalajara, Robin
tracked down the mill

where his ancestor worked |

in the early 1900s, There
he enguired after the

name, Arthur Greenhalgh. “The whole willage
was called Greenhalgh!™ he was rold.

Rl’ll“l'ﬁ Fhl."r] WCERT [0 mect ]'I.ih I'L'idti\'lﬂﬁ.
Mugch 1o his amazement, he'd discovered a

Arthur Greenhalgh,
~ who left Lancashire
* Tor Mexico n 1898

whaole tribe l.:ljl‘l::l:l](."l-l':i['llfll:.‘d. g,rn:a:n—-::cnﬂ
Greenhalghs in the heart of Mexico - all of
. them descendants of his grear grandfacher,
“Like me, they had heard all sores of storics
about their English ancestor,” says Robin.
The son of a Lancashire mill owner, Arthur
set sail for a new life in Cencral America in
¢ 1R98, Once seteled ar a corron mill in Mexico,
i he binugh| over his British gi.ﬂ’r-ricml, Mana,
| They married and, in 1902, had a daughter,
¢ also called Maria. Arthur later rerurned o
¢ England where his wife had their second child,
| Ruth, Robin’s grandmother.

A secret history
But Arthur soon went back vo serde in Mexico,
only this time he went alome, While writing
to his family in England, he wook a mistress,
another Maria, who gave him a daughrer, yert

- another Maria. Having replicared his English

- family in Mexico, ‘Arturo’ was now living a
bizaree double life across two conrinents.

“His Mexican daughrer had 11 children, who

i all had several themsebves,” explains Robin, "The
' her, she was horrified, bur eventually she

i came round and embraced the whole thing.”
. Then, at the age of N, she ravelled 1w the

| first thing | had ro tell chem was that he hadn't
! died on the Tiranic, as they had been wld when
! he didnt rerurn after 1912, They remembered
| him through recipes, stories and phoros of him
looking very much the English gent.”

A novice family historian, Robin had
i started with the shipping records held in the
i UK, but soon found himsell in archives as far

fMy ancestor led asecret
double life in Mexico’

With a wife and child in England, Arthur Greenhalgh moved to Latin America and had a secret second family

| afield as Mew York and Mexico Ciry, “lo was
| exciring 1o see the plot reveal iself bit by bi,
! bur ir was also quite emotional.” he siys,

Robin discovered char Arthur hastly fed
to England in 1912, during the Mexican

i Revolurion, when his life was in danger from
| bandits and agitators. He then stayed with his

first 1-.|r11iﬁ:.' for the rest of his life, never hrc.uhing
a word abour his other +-;il'l'!|i|.:..'. “Ohne of the real
tragedies was that he had written hundreds of
letters to hos ’r-:lrnil:..' in Mexico bur none gl
through — they were all stolen for the money
they contained,” says Robin. “So the Mexican

| Greenhalghs had no idea what had happened
. to their English ancestor unul | umed up.”

So now thar he's uncovered all the secrets

- and penned a book abour his quest (reviewed
¢ in our August issue), how does Robin feel

| about his grear grandfather? “I'm extremely

! fond of him,” Robin ru:p]iq:s. “He was a

¢ colourful characrer and a family man, but

| someone who must have suffered every day

- with guile.” The story came as quire a shock

to Robin’s grandmother; “When | first told

village of Bellavista to meet her Mexican

© relagives, “My great grar!dllllhc! could never

unite his rwo families,” says Robin. “The only
way that could happen, it urned out. was

¢ through me.” » Daniel Cossives
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